Lessons from the Body Unit Study Guide
1. Explain two possible definitions of death.

2. What is autolysis?

3. List the four possible manners of death, and give an example of each.

4. What is the difference between the cause of death and the mechanism of death?  Give an example of each.

5. What is an autopsy, and when might one be done?

6. What can be learned from an autopsy?

7. Who conducts an autopsy, and what types of materials are collected during one?

8. What does the term “livor mortis” mean?

9. What is lividity?

10. What kinds of information can an investigator determine from lividity?

11. When does lividity first appear, and when does it become permanent?

12. What sorts of things slow down livor mortis?
13. What does the term “rigor mortis” mean?

14. Describe the speed and order in which rigor mortis progresses.
15. What factors speed up rigor mortis?  What factors slow it down?

16. What does the term “algor mortis” mean?
17. How is the body temperature of a corpse taken?

18. Describe the estimated rate of temperature loss for a corpse at room temperature.
19. What can speed up or slow down algor mortis?

20. What can an investigator learn from doing a stomach content analysis?

21. What changes happen in the eye following death?

22. Give a brief summary of the stages of decomposition.
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23. What factors affect the speed of decomposition?

24. What is forensic entomology?

25. Explain the difference between a pupa, a larva, and an instar.

26. Explain how insects can be used to calculate time of death.

27. What is an ADH?  How is it calculated?

28. If an insect must pass through 1610 ADH to reach the first instar, 1890 ADH to reach the second instar, and 1590 ADH to reach the third instar, what is the minimum age of a corpse that has been found in and average temperature of 68 degrees?

29. What is forensic anthropology?
30. Explain the process of bone development.  Be sure to include and define the terms osteoblasts, ossification, osteocytes, and osteoclasts in your explanation.

31. What is osteoporosis, and what causes it?
32. Describe the functions of cartilage, tendons, and ligaments.

33. What is osteobiography?

34. Describe seven ways in which male skulls differ from female skulls.
35. Describe three ways in which male and female pelvic areas differ.

36. Explain the difference in the way male and female femurs join the pelvis.

37. Describe how a person’s age can be determined from their skull.
38. Describe how a person’s age can be determined from their long bones.  Include the term “epiphysis” in your explanation.

39. Explain what features can be used to distinguish between skeletons of different races.  Why is this difficult?
40. Explain how height can be determined from long bones.

41. What is facial reconstruction?

42. Describe three ways facial reconstruction can be done.

43. What kind of DNA can be obtained from bone, and who can it be matched with?

44. What is skeletal trauma analysis?
Expect to have to answer application questions like those on 325 and 379.
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