Intro to Forensics Unit Study Guide
1. What is forensics, and where does the term come from?

2. What is perception?

3. How is information processed in the brain?

4. Identify five things that can affect our ability to observe?

5. What is an eyewitness, and how reliable is one?

6. What is the Innocence Project?

7. What is the difference between a fact and an opinion?

8. What are four things a person can do to be a better observer?

9. What are analytical skills?

10. What is deductive reasoning?

11. What is the goal of a crime scene investigation?

12. Explain Locard’s Exchange Principle

13. How does the intensity of an interaction affect the amount of material exchanged?

14. Define trace evidence, and give several examples.

15. Explain the difference between direct evidence and circumstantial evidence, and give examples of each.

16. Explain the difference between class and individual evidence, and give examples of each.

17. Who are the people involved in a crime scene investigation, and what does each person do?

18. Give a detailed description of each of the “Seven S’s” of crime scene investigation.

19. Describe the responsibilities of the first responder.

20. What is the main reason for separating witnesses?

21. What is the difference between the primary scene and a secondary scene?  Give an example.

22. What should be included in a sketch of a crime scene?

23. What types of modern technology are being used to improve crime scene sketches?

24. Describe four different crime scene search patterns.

25. How should liquids and arson materials be packaged?

26. How should biological evidence be packaged?

27. What is a bindle, and what is it used for?

28. What details are included on an evidence log?

29. What is chain of custody?

30. How is chain of custody established and maintained?

31. How should packaged evidence be opened for analysis?

32. How can a staged crime scene be identified?

33. What is a crime scene reconstruction?

