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Estrella Foothills High School
13033 S. Estrella Parkway, Goodyear, Arizona 85338

Tel:  623-327-2403     Fax:  623-327-2420

August 4, 2010
Dear AP Biology Student and Parents:

I am looking forward to a challenging year of AP Biology with you, and would like to take this opportunity to explain the AP program to each of you so that you might understand what you are getting into and what you might expect to gain from this course.

The Advanced Placement Program of the College Board is designed to let students in high school obtain college credit by examination. The exam will be given nationwide on Monday, May 9, 2011, and will cost approximately $86.00.  Grades are assigned on a basis of 1-5.  While the College Board sets a standard of 3 as a passing score, each college or university sets its own guidelines for the granting of credit for performance on the AP Exam. Typically, a student may receive between four and eight semester hours of credit in biology, depending on their performance on the Exam. In this subject, a large number of institutions only grant credit for grades of 4 or 5, so we offer a course that will prepare students for that level of achievement.  The reverse side of this page includes a short list of schools some students have attended, and their AP Biology credit policies, but you will want to verify this for the colleges you are likely to attend. Find out if they will require a course syllabus, samples of your writing or lab notebook so that we can make needed adjustments to the course to meet those requirements.

AP Biology is a college course taught in the high school. Colleges expect a student to have had an “equivalent” experience to their freshman course, including the laboratories, and to have mastered its content.  An important component of the course is the laboratory work, and required labs are tested on the exam.   Because this is a college level lab science course, it makes very heavy demands on the student’s time and energy. Each student and parent should not be surprised by course requirements that are in excess of what you expect from a typical advanced course.  Students will often be responsible for several levels of assignments at the same time. For example, there will be regular reading assignments, labs to write up, essays to write, and major exams.

Nationwide, only about half of the students who sat for the 2009 exam received a grade of 3 or better.  86% of my students who took the exam scored a three or better, averaging a score of 4.364.  While I would love to take credit for such incredible scores, they only occurred because the students who earned them committed themselves fully to the extreme workload required.  Students and parents should expect a course that is quite possibly the most challenging task a student has faced thus far in their educational career.

Past AP students have been able to participate fully in athletics, student government, and clubs, and they have also been able to maintain exceptional grade point averages, but they have had to plan their time very carefully.   It is a great challenge to remain consistent throughout the year. Success in the course will depend on your motivation and maturity, attendance and daily study habits, your ability to read for comprehension and to communicate well in writing, and on your ability to organize yourself and your time. Your priorities are your business, but please remember that fours and fives are very hard to achieve and require great effort, as does an “A” in this class.  I am here to help you whenever you ask, and will work with you to help you succeed. I am very pleased to have you as a member of what promises to be an excellent class, and feel sure that you will learn a great deal.  Let us begin!  

Kristen L. Kohli
AP Biology Teacher

Examples of Credit Given for AP Biology
	Arizona State University, Tempe
	3 on exam:  credit for Biology 100, and 4 credit hours
4 or 5 on exam:  credit for Biology 187 & 188, and 8 credit hours

	Embry-Riddle
	Credit for scores of a 3 or better

	Grand Canyon University
	3 on exam:  credit for Biology 100, and 4 credit hours

4 on exam:  credit for Biology 181, and 4 credit hours
5 on exam:  credit for Biology 181 & 182, and 8 credit hours

	Northern Arizona University
	3 on exam:  credit for Biology 100 and 100L, and 4 credit hours

4 or 5 on exam:  credit for Biology 181-181L & 188,  8 credit hours 

	Arizona State University, Tucson
	3 on exam:  departmental elective credit, and 4 credit hours

4 or 5 on exam:  credit for ECOL 181R, 181L, & 182,  8 credit hours

	University of Arizona
	3 on exam:  course credit (several options), and 4 credit hours 

4 or 5 on exam:  course credit (several options), 8 credit hours


	Carnegie Mellon
	Scores of 4 or 5 evaluated by dean on case-by-case basis for credit


	Purdue
	4 on exam:  4 credit hours & credit for BIOL110
5 on exam:  8 credit hours & credit for BIOL 110 & 111


	Notre Dame
	5 on AP Exam: 8 credits (2 semesters)

4 on AP Exam:  4 credits

	Loyola
	Scores of four or five earn 8 credit hours and course credit


	Harvard
	Placement with no credit, score of 5 earns one credit toward advanced standing


	Brown
	Credit for Biomed 0200


	Northwestern 
	Score of a 5 earns credit for Biology 1x



Visit the College Board website for links to information for other colleges and universities and to verify the most current information for each school:  http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/apcreditpolicy/index.jsp 
Please sign below to indicate that you have read and understand the information in this letter and in the class Policies and Procedures:

Student _________________________________

___________________________________


(Printed)





(Signed)

Parent   _________________________________

___________________________________


(Printed)





(Signed)

