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AP Biology Policies and Procedures

Mrs. Kohli, 2010-2011
The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken by biology majors during their first year. After showing themselves to be qualified on the AP Examination, some students, as college freshmen, are permitted to undertake upper-level courses in biology or register for courses for which biology is a prerequisite. Other students may have fulfilled a basic requirement for a laboratory-science course and will be able to undertake other courses to pursue their majors.  The textbooks used for AP Biology should be those also used by college biology majors. The kinds of labs done by AP students must be equivalent to those done by college students.
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The study of biology should not be limited to the memorization of disjointed facts. The goal of a college introductory biology course — and therefore of an AP Biology course — is to provide a learning environment that enables students to develop a solid understanding of the principle concepts in biology. The AP Biology course and AP Biology Examination will stress the basic facts and the synthesis of these facts into major concepts and themes.

The AP Biology Examination seeks to be representative of the topics covered by the survey group. Accordingly, goals have been set for percentage coverage of three general areas:


I. Molecules and Cells 25 %

II. Heredity and Evolution, 25%

III. Organisms and Populations, 50 %

These areas have been subdivided into major categories with percentage goals for each major category specified. The percentage goals serve as a guide for designing an AP Biology course and are used to determine the time devoted to each category. The examination is constructed using the percentage goals as guidelines for question distribution.

The two main goals of AP Biology are to help students develop a conceptual framework for modern biology and to help students gain an appreciation of science as a process. The ongoing information explosion in biology makes these goals even more challenging. Primary emphasis in an Advanced Placement Biology course should be on the development and understanding of concepts rather than memorizing terms and technical details. Essential to this conceptual concept are the following themes:

· Science as a Process
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Evolution

· Energy Transfer

· Continuity and Change

· Relationship of Structure to Function

· Regulation

· Interdependence in Nature

· Science, Technology, and Society

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY EXAM

· The AP Biology exam will be administered on Monday, May 9, 2011 at 8:00 A.M.

· The two-part test has a multiple choice section (90 minutes) and a free response essay section (90 minutes).

· The cost of this exam will be approximately $86.00

NECESSARY MATERIALS:

· Something to write with.

· A class spiral for Bellringers and essay practice that is for this class only.  This should be separate from wherever you keep notes, and will be collected occasionally, so please write your name on the front cover.

· Your preferred method for organizing notes, handouts, homework, and lab reports.

· Your textbook:  Campbell, Neil A., Biology Benjamin/Cummings Publishers, Seventh Edition, 2005.  You will be assigned a textbook and study guide, which you will be responsible for returning in the same condition received.  Replacement cost for these items are $129.95 for the textbook, and $19.98 for the study guide.  These may be taken home, but must be available in class when necessary.  Because students have access to the online edition of the textbook, you are more than welcome to leave your book in the classroom.
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Graph paper

· Colored pencils

· Calculator 

GENERAL PROCEDURES

· Although you won’t be marked tardy if you are present in room, you are expected to be seated and working on the Bellwork when the late bell rings.  I take attendance at this time, and it is difficult to be accurate if you are not in your seat.

· Pencils should be sharpened before the bell, not during class.  If your pencil breaks during class, please raise your hand and I will give you a hand-held sharpener to use.

· We will be using the computer lab during the semester.  Be sure that you have a password to access your student folder and the computer network.

· Arrive at class as early as possible following an absence, to allow time to record missed work before the late bell.  Check the Absence Folder for makeup work.  Find the folder for the date you were absent.  A sheet in the folder will detail the assignments you have missed. Be sure to leave the sheet for the next person.  If you have missed any notes, you will need to get them from a classmate, or come in before or after school to copy them.

· The bell does not dismiss you, I do.  This means that I will let you know when it is appropriate to pack up your belongings, and will ask that you take this time to make sure that you leave the room how you found it.  A garbage can is located by the door at the front of the class, and a recycling bin is located by the rear door.  Please remain seated until you are dismissed.

ASSIGNMENTS:

· All written work (including lab reports) is to be turned in to the bin next to my printer promptly at the beginning of the class; late work will not be accepted.

· If you are absent, on retreat, or on a college visit, missed assignments are due within ONE DAY of your return to school. 
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LABORATORY:

· Attendance at each lab exercise is essential; you will not be able to makeup most laboratory work.  You are responsible for the material in each lab exercise.  Try to avoid absences on these days at all costs.

· Students will not be allowed to participate in labs that require goggles and safety equipment without first returning a safety contract signed by both the student and a parent or guardian.  This contract will be kept by Mrs. Kohli.

· It is your responsibility to familiarize and read the lab procedures before lab begins. Before a lab exercise is performed in the lab, three components of your lab report must be completed (Title, Introduction and Procedure).  Come to lab with all required materials, including a hand-written and illustrated procedure.  The Campbell web site has a section called Lab Bench.  Use it to prepare for lab.  Written prelab reports are due at the beginning of the next scheduled lab day.  If you are absent for a lab, use the material at Lab Bench for your grade report.  http://www.phschool.com/science/biology_place/labbench/ 
· Lab grades will be assigned as follows:
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Six points--prelab preparation


· Six points--execution, care and cleanup in lab (alternate assignment required for absence)
· Eight points--analysis, graphs data tables and questions (will vary depending on lab requirements)

BELLWORK:

· Bellwork will be posted on the LCD projector.

· Bellwork should be dated and kept in your writing spiral.  This will be collected and graded occasionally.

· Bellwork must be answered in complete sentences to receive credit.

· If you are absent, and excused, write the date of your absence, and the word “ABSENT” on your Bellringer for the missed day to receive credit.

GRADING: 

Grades will be broken down as follows, using the district grading scale:

· Major tests ~ 30%

· [image: image8.png]


Quizzes ~ 25%

· Lab reports ~ 15%

· Class Work (class presentations, participation, etc.) ~ 15%

· Homework ~ 15%

Grades will be posted on a weekly basis by student ID number.

CLASS POLICIES:
1) Respect other people and their property.
2) Use your time wisely.

3) Arrive prepared.

4) Ask questions.

5) Give your best effort at all times.
Choosing to violate the Class Policies will result in these steps:

Step One:  You and I will have a conference.  Possible additional penalties may apply, depending upon the infraction.   Serious violations will bypass the step consequences, and result in immediate office referral.

Step Two:  Your parents and I will have a conference.

Step Three:  You and the administration will have a conference.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

E-mail:  kkohli@buhsd.org
     Classroom phone:  (623) 327-2504
Class webpage:  http://buhsd.org/EFHS/ETeachers.html - The dot by my name links to the class webpage, and can be bookmarked for future use.

Online textbook:  http://www.phschool.com/access/campbell_bio_7th.html
Register using the code:  SSNAST-BLIDA-REIGN-QUEAN-GNASH-ADOWA at http://www.phschool.com/access 
College Board website:  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com
[image: image9.png]Y |



Extra help is available before school, after school, and during lunch by appointment.  Occasionally, additional tutoring sessions will be offered.

